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the housing and community development standards of conduct and this
general statement of policies and procedures are not intended to, and do
not, create any right or entitlement to any benefit or service. chapter 18
of the city code and provisions of state law regulate many aspects of
landlord-tenant relations in the city of rockville. in addition to providing
information about the law, the housing and community development staff
is charged with mediating landlord-tenant disputes relating to properties
in the city. if staff is unable to mediate a dispute and there are reasonable
grounds to believe a violation of law occurred, the city has a landlord-
tenant affairs commission, which can hear the case and render a
judgement. any decision of the commission on landlord-tenant affairs
commission may be appealed to the circuit court of maryland. housing for
the elderly is essential to their well-being and to the quality of life of their
communities. however, in many locations elderly individuals are more
likely to be living alone or with other people, not because they prefer it,
but because few housing options are available for them. housing
designed for the elderly must meet both physical and functional
requirements; it must be accessible and safe for individuals with
impairments, including those who are blind, and it must be affordable for
those who are unable to pay market rents. the affordable housing needs
of the elderly are addressed by the elderly housing program,
administered by the u.s. department of housing and urban development
(hud), the low income home energy assistance program (liheap), and the
department of veterans affairs (va), which provides rent subsidies and
assistance in the repair and maintenance of housing. although the
nation's elderly population is growing, in many areas the number of
houses available to them is declining, especially single-family houses.
elderly persons are less likely to move than other groups, including those
with children, but the elderly tend to move more often than other groups
because of financial hardship and health problems. as a result, the elderly
are often unable to find the housing of their choice and many are forced
to live in substandard housing. the availability of affordable housing that
meets the needs of elderly people is essential to the well-being of the
elderly and to the quality of life of their communities.
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