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application claims priority from Korean Patent Application No.
2001-66602, filed on Sep. 16, 2001, the contents of which are
herein incorporated by reference. 1. Field of the Invention The
present invention relates to a flash memory device, and more
particularly, to a flash memory device and a method of
programming the same. 2. Description of the Related Art As the
number of memory cells of flash memory devices decreases, the
operating margin of memory cells of the flash memory devices
decreases. As a result, the flash memory devices become more
sensitive to physical and electrical changes. One of the physical
and electrical changes is a decrease in the threshold voltage due
to the damage to the tunnel oxide layer. For example, a
program/erase cycle performed several times or the latent wear
in the tunnel oxide layer causes the damage to the tunnel oxide
layer. Therefore, the threshold voltage of memory cells increases.
However, the defective memory cell is not programmed into the
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erasing state even though the same signal voltage is applied
thereto. In this case, in a read operation, an erroneous data may
be read out from the memory cell. That is, since the defective
memory cell is programmed into a different state, such as the
erasing state, erroneous data may be read out during a read
operation. Herein, the erroneous data may be an erasing state or
a programming state. As described above, since the memory cell
is damaged by the latent wear, several flash memory devices are
required to secure the operating
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