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human immunodeficiency virus type 1 (HIV-1) infection and the associated acquired immunodeficiency syndrome (AIDS) will infect more than 70 million people by the year 2000. The use of antiretroviral drugs to maintain a longer lifespan for these infected individuals has led to a dramatic decrease in AIDS related morbidity

and mortality. However, the emergence of drug-resistant HIV-1 strains (e.g., M184V) presents new challenges for the development of effective therapeutics. This project is concerned with the development of novel agents that inhibit HIV-1 replication by targeting viral proteins. Through directed evolution, the investigators
have developed a novel viral protein-targeting strategy to generate novel peptide therapeutics for the treatment of HIV infection. The investigators will develop genetically engineered peptide inhibitors (PIs) that bind to an intracellular loop in a selected HIV-1 gene product (Tat) and inhibit HIV-1 replication. They will also
develop peptides that mimic the N-terminal region of Tat to target the entire TAR element. They will investigate the intracellular trafficking and biological activities of these peptides in cellular and in vitro assays. The investigators will evaluate the therapeutic efficacy and safety of these novel Tat-targeted peptides in a

murine model system of HIV-1 infection.Police: Man attempts to light girl’s clothes on fire for trying to set up drug deal WESTMINSTER, Md. (AP) — A female West Virginia University student is facing charges after police say she lured a man from campus with the intention of setting up a drug deal by putting out his clothes on
fire. The Wheeling Intelligencer reports police say Jamie Lehrmann tried to meet the 22-year-old man in August and asked him if he had “any marijuana or weed” for her. ADVERTISEMENT The woman told police she was going to set the clothes on fire, but when the man didn’t respond she gave up and went home. But
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